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[ About this Survey ]
We need your help to learn about how
Nebraskans' think, feel, and live. Your responses
will help shape program and policy development
in Nebraska now and into the future.
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This survey includes questions on various topics, such as water issues, life processes, crime, and
the media to name a few. Each section starts with a header to identify the topic related to the
questions. We think you will find many, if not all, of the topics interesting and easy to answer.
WATER ISSUES
1. How urgent are water quantity issues in
Nebraska?
Not at all urgent
Not very urgent
Somewhat urgent
Urgent
Extremely urgent
Don't know/Unsure

4. How effective is the Nebraska Department of
Natural Resources at addressing water
quantity management?
Not at all effective
A little effective
Somewhat effective
Quite effective
Extremely effective
Don't know/Unsure

2. Would you be interested in participating in
discussions about water quantity management
planning?
Not at all interested in participating
Not very interested in participating
Somewhat interested in participating
Interested in participating
Extremely interested in participating

5. From your perspective, does the Nebraska
Department of Natural Resources give
Nebraskans an opportunity to be heard on
their opinions about water quantity
management?
Gives no opportunity
Gives a little opportunity
Gives some opportunity
Gives quite a bit of opportunity
Gives a lot of opportunity
Don't know/Unsure

3. How much experience have you personally
had with water issues?
No experience
A little experience
Some experience
Quite a bit of experience
A lot of experience
Don't know/Unsure

LIFE PROCESSES
6. Please indicate how much you agree or
disagree with each of the following statements:

Strongly
Agree

Agree

Neither
Agree nor
Disagree

Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

a. Humans share common ancestors with apes.
Vaccines use our body’s natural defenses to
cure disease.
W e owe our lives to the community of other
c.
organisms that share our bodies.
b.

d. Death is part of the biology of life.
Many diseases result from interactions
between genes and the environment.
W omen can wait to have a baby until their
f. late 30s and still have a good chance of
having a baby.

e.
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CRIME & THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
7. Please indicate how much you agree with the
following statements:

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.

Strongly
Agree

Somewhat
Agree

Slightly
Agree

Do Not
Agree

I am confident that the criminal justice system can
reduce crime.
I am confident that the police can protect me from
violent crimes like assault.
I am confident that the police can protect me from
property crimes like theft.
I think the justice system is fair in its treatment of
people accused of committing crime.
I think the justice system is fair in its treatment of
people victimized by crime.
I think the justice system is fair in its application of
the death penalty.
I think the media is reliable as a source of
information about crime.
I think the government is reliable as a source of
information about crime.
I worry about personally becoming a victim of a
violent crime.
I worry about personally becoming a victim of a
property crime.
I worry about someone in my family becoming a
victim of crime.
W hen I think about crime in this country, I feel
angry.

8. The criminal justice system has different
functions. Please rank these functions in the
order they are most important to you by
marking the most important as 1, the next
most important as 2, the next most important
as 3, and the least important as 4.

9. If you could choose among the following
approches, which do you think is the best
penalty for murder?
Death penalty
Life in prison without the possibility of parole
Prison with the possibility of parole

____ Punishing offenders for their crimes
____ Rehabilitating offenders

Unsure/Do not want to answer

10. The rate of crime in the United States seems
to be:

____ Discouraging other people from
committing crimes
____ Protecting society from offenders

Decreasing
Staying about the same
Increasing

11. The rate of crime in my area seems to be:
Decreasing
Staying about the same
Increasing

5518541773
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MEDIA & TELEVISION
12. We are interested in knowing how often people watch
different kinds of TV programs. How many days in an
average week do you:

0
days

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
days

a. W atch local news?
W atch news commentary shows like The O’Reilly
Factor or Anderson Cooper 360?
W atch news magazine shows like ABC’s Primetime or
c.
NBC’s Dateline?
W atch national news like CBS Evening News or CNN
d.
Newsroom?
b.

e. W atch TV crime dramas like Law & Order or CSI?
W atch reality programs about crime like America’s
Most W anted or COPS?
W atch non-fictional programs about crime like those on
g.
A&E or the Discovery Channel?
f.

13. On a scale where 1 means "Not at
All" and 9 means "Very Much,"
rate how familiar you are with
each of the following names:

Not at
All
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Very
Much
9

8

Very
Much
9

a. Rush Limbaugh
b. Bill O'Reilly
c. Glenn Beck
d. Sean Hannity
e. Ann Coulter
14. Thinking only of the names that you are familiar with, how
much do you like or dislike the people in that list?
Strongly dislike
Somewhat dislike
Neither dislike nor like
Somewhat like
Strongly like
Do not know any of the names well enough

15. On a scale where 1 means "Not
at All" and 9 means "Very Much,"
rate the following statements:

Not at
All
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

How politically informed do you
think Americans are?
How politically informed do you
b.
think liberals are?
How politically informed do you
c.
think conservatives are?
a.

0354541776
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VACATION & TRAVEL
16. How many times in the last 12 months did you visit an historic site or museum in Nebraska?
If your answer is "0,"
go to # 20.
17. If there were no historic sites or museums to visit in Nebraska, what would you most likely do instead?
(Choose only one response.)
Visit another type of attraction in Nebraska
Spend the money on something else in Nebraska
Visit an historic site or museum in another state
Visit another type of attraction in another state
Spend the money on something else in another state
Save the money
Other, please specify:

18. How many times in the last 12 months did you visit an historic site or museum in Nebraska as part of a
trip where you travelled 50 or more miles, one way, away from home?
If your answer is "0,"
go to # 20.

19. For your 3 most recent trips of at least 50 miles to an historic site or museum in Nebraska, please
answer the following questions:
How many
people
traveled
w ith you?
Most
recent
trip

2nd
most
recent
trip

3rd
most
recent
trip

How many people
from your
household traveled
w ith you?

W as this an
overnight trip or a
day trip?

Overnight trip
people

Day trip

household
members

Overnight trip
people

Day trip

household
members

Overnight trip
people

8576541770
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W hat w as the primary purpose of
this trip?
(Choose only one)

Convention, training/seminar,
or other group meeting
Other business
Visit friends or relatives
Getaway weekend
General vacation
Other leisure
Convention, training/seminar,
or other group meeting
Other business
Visit friends or relatives
Getaway weekend
General vacation
Other leisure
Convention, training/seminar,
or other group meeting
Other business
Visit friends or relatives
Getaway weekend
General vacation
Other leisure

About how much
did the trip cost
FOR YOU ONLY?

$ _____.00

$ _____.00

$ _____.00
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PHYSICAL & SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT
20. How satisfied are you with the quality of roads
in your area?
Very satisfied
Satisfied
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Dissatisfied

22. How often do you take steps to conserve
the amount of water your household uses?
Always
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

Very dissatisfied

21. How often do you recycle household waste
such as newspapers, plastic bottles, and
aluminum cans?
Always
Sometimes
Rarely
Never

23. I can find the kind of job I want in Nebraska.
Would you say you strongly agree, agree,
disagree, or strongly disagree with that
statement?
Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly disagree
Doesn't apply, I do not work.

GENDER & PARENTHOOD

24. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree
with the following statements:

Strongly
Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

a. It is important for me to have children.
b. I think my life will be or is more fulfilling with children.
c. I always thought I'd be a parent.
d. My life is or would be just as fulfilling without children.
e.

Having children is important to my feeling complete as
a man/woman.

f. Raising children is or has been important in my life.

25. Below is a line with completely feminine at one end and completely masculine at the other. We are
going to ask you to place a couple of people on the line. Place the following letters on the line:
Write A where you think you land.
Write B where you think our society's ideal woman would be.
Write C where you think our society's ideal man would be.
Write D where you think your spouse or partner lands (if applicable).
Completely
Feminine

3334541777

Completely
Masculine
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PERSONAL FEELINGS
26. Now we have some statements about how
you might have felt during the past week.
Below, please indicate the number of days
in the past week, including today, that:

0 days
(none)

7 days
1

2

3

4

5

6

(all week)

a. You felt sad.
b. You felt hopeful about the future.
c. You felt you were as good as other people.
d.

You felt bothered by things that
usually don't bother you.

e. You felt lonely.
You had trouble keeping your mind
on what you were doing.
You felt that everything you did was an
g.
effort.
f.

h. You felt fearful.
i. You talked less than usual.
j. You felt depressed.
You did not feel like eating; your appetite
was poor.
You felt that you could not shake off the
l.
blues even with the help of family or friends.

k.

m. Your sleep was restless.
n. You could not get "going."

27. In general, I think of myself as a:

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

a. Competent person
b. Compassionate person
c. W arm person
d. Forceful person
e. Independent person
f. Understanding person
g. Cheerful person
h. Ambitious person
i. Feminist

28. It is important for me to look physically
attractive in public.
Strongly disagree
Disagree
Agree
Stongly agree

8333541771
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29. I feel it is important to keep my home
attractive.
Strongly disagree
Disagree
Agree
Stongly agree
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HOME & FINANCES
30. Do you or some member of your household
own your home outright, buying it, or renting?

34. During the past 12 months, how much
difficulty have you had paying your bills?
A great deal of difficulty
Quite a bit of difficulty
Some difficulty
A little difficulty
No difficulty at all

Own outright
Buying (paying a mortgage)
Renting
Provided as part of job/wages
Other, please specify:

31. Which of the following comes closest to the
kind of housing unit you now live in?
Detached single family house
Mobile home
Townhouse/Condominium
Apartment/Duplex
Other, please specify:

32. How many years have you lived in this
county? Please enter "0" if less than 1 year.
year(s)

35. Think again over the past 12 months.
Generally, at the end of each month did you
end up with:
More than enough money left
Some money left over
Just enough to make ends meet
Almost enough to make ends meet
Not enough to make ends meet

36. Overall, how satisfied are you with your
current financial situation?
Very satisfied
Satisfied
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Dissatisfied
Very dissatisfied

33. Please indicate the category that describes
your total family income in the last 12 months.
Under $5,000

$30,000 - $39,999

$5,000 - $9,999

$40,000 - $49,999

$10,000 - $14,999

$50,000 - $59,999

$15,000 - $19,999

$60,000 - $74,999

$20,000 - $24,999

$75,000 - $99,999

$25,000 - $29,999

$100,000 or more

38. The following statements concern your family's
financial situation. For each statement, please
indicate how much you agree or disagree.

37. What about your financial prospects? Do
you feel that you are better off this year than
you were two years ago at this time, about
the same, or worse off?
Better
Same
Worse

Strongly
Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Don't Know

My family has enough money to afford the
kind of home we need.
W e have enough money to afford the kind
b.
of clothing we need.
W e have enough money to afford the kind
c.
of food we need.
W e have enough money to afford the kind
d.
of medical care we need.
a.

3265541770
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ABOUT YOUR HOUSEHOLD
39. What is your current marital or relationship
status?
Married
Married, living apart
Not married but living with partner (cohabiting)
Never married
Divorced
Go to
Widowed
# 41
Separated
40. Does your spouse or partner typically work
full-time, part-time, go to school, keep house,
or something else? (Check all that apply.)
Working a full time job (35 hours or more)
Working a part time job(s)
With a job, but not at work (due to illness,
vacation, strike)
Unemployed, laid off, looking for work
Retired
In school
Keeping house
Disabled
Other, please specify:

41. Are you still living in the same residence as
you were 2 years ago?
Yes
No
42. Do you live on a farm, in open country but
not on a farm, or in a town or city?
Farm
Open country, but not a farm
Town or city

43. Including yourself, how many adults age 19
and older live in your household?
adults (age 19 and older)

44. How many children ages:
(Please write "0" if none.)

a. 5 and younger live in your household?
b. 6 to 12 live in your household?
c. 13 to 18 live in your household?

45. For each of the people who were living or staying in the house, apartment or mobile home, please
provide their initials, their relationship to you, their age, their date of birth, and their sex on the table
below. (The person completing this survey should be Person 1.)

Initials

Relationship to you

SELF

Age

Date of Birth

Sex

(MM/DD/YYYY)

(Circle one)

/

/

Male

Female

Person 2

/

/

Male

Female

Person 3

/

/

Male

Female

Person 4

/

/

Male

Female

Person 5

/

/

Male

Female

Person 6

/

/

Male

Female

Person 7

/

/

Male

Female

Person 8

/

/

Male

Female

Person 1

6749541770
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ABOUT YOURSELF
46. Are you:
Male
Female

52. How satisfied are you with your job?

47. Were you born in Nebraska, another state, or
a foreign country?
Nebraska
Another state
Foreign country
48. Do you consider yourself to be Hispanic or
Latino/a?
Yes
No
49. What race or races do you consider yourself
to be? (Check all that apply.)
White (Caucasian)
Black or African American
Asian
American Indian or Alaska Native
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
Other race(s), please specify:

50. What is the highest degree you have attained?
No diploma
High School Diploma/GED
Some college, but no degree
Technical/Associate/Junior College
(2 yr, LPN)
Bachelor's Degree (4 yr, BA, BS, RN)
Graduate Degree (Masters, PhD,
Law, Medicine)
51. Do you typically work full-time, part-time, go
to school, keep house, or something else?
(Check all that apply.)
Working a full time job (35 hours or more)
Working a part time job(s)
Unemployed, laid off,
looking for work
Retired
Go to
In school
# 54
Keeping house
Disabled
Other, please specify:

5791541776
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Very satisfied
Satisfied
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Dissatisfied
Very dissatisfied
53. During the average week, how many hours do
you usually work, NOT including the time you
travel to and from work? (In the box below, write
total hours worked including any second jobs.)
average total hours per week

54. Liberal and conservative are terms often used
to describe people's beliefs about politics and
government. In general, do you see yourself
politically as very liberal, liberal, middle-of-theroad, conservative, very conservative, or
something else?
Very liberal
Liberal
Middle-of-the-road
Conservative
Very conservative
Other, please specify:

55. Generally speaking, do you consider yourself
a Democrat, a Republican, an Independent, or
something else?
Democrat
Republican
Independent
Other, please specify:

56. Do you consider yourself to be Protestant,
Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, or something else?
Protestant
Catholic
Jewish
Muslim
None (no religion)
Other, please specify:

Go to
# 58
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57. Within the Protestant faith, do you consider
yourself to be:
Evangelical Protestant
Fundamentalist Protestant
Mainline Protestant
Liberal Protestant
Other, please specify:

60. In what year were you born?

19
61. Would you say that your overall health and
well being is excellent, good, fair, or poor?
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor

58. How often do you attend religious services?
Several times a week
Once a week
Nearly every week
About once a month
Several times a year
About once a year
Less than once a year
Never

62. Do you smoke cigarettes?
Yes
No

63. In the past year, have you been the victim of
any crime?
Yes
No

59. In general, how much do your religious or
spiritual beliefs influence your daily life?
Very much
Quite a bit
Some
A little
None
Doesn't apply, not religious or spiritual

64. What is your current zip code?

CONCLUDING REMARKS
65. The NASIS survey covers a wide variety of topics. Please indicate your amount of interest in each of
the following survey topics where 1 means "Not at all interested" and 9 means "Very interested":
Not at All
Interested
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Very
Interested
9

a. Life Processes
Crime and the Criminal Justice
System
Your Visits to Historic Places in
c.
Nebraska
Your Family's Financial
d.
Situation
b.

e. Parenting and Raising Children
f. Political Views
g. W ater Issues
h. Femininity/Masculinity
i. Your Feelings in the Past W eek
j. Other __________________

6334541770
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66. How much did you enjoy completing this
survey?
A great deal
Somewhat

67. How many minutes did you spend completing
this survey?
minutes

Not very much
Not at all

68. In your opinion, what is the most important issue currently facing the state of Nebraska?

Thank you! That completes our questions. We greatly appreciate the time you have taken to complete this
survey. For your convenience, please use the postage-paid return envelope included in your survey packet to
return your questionnaire to the Bureau of Sociological Research.
Questions or requests from this survey can be directed to:
Bureau of Sociological Research
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Phone: 1-800-480-4549 (toll free)
E-mail: bosr@unl.edu

6430541777
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